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The kit includes:

- 1 plastic tube to be assembled 
which constitutes the outside of 
the box

- 1 wooden insert

 

Installation instructions

The tubes are suspended from a horizontal branch by means of cable ties, resembling a 
hollow branch. They can also be placed in hedges. Ideally, the tubes should be placed below 2m 
for easy access.
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Checking the presence of dormice in the tube

It is recommended to check the tubes once to twice a week. 

Recommended procedure for removal of dormice present in the tube

1) Insert a cloth at the end of the tube to prevent animals from escaping
2) Detach the tube and place it in a large, resistant, transparent polyethylene bag
3) Slide the insert out of the tube into the bag

If dormice are present, their sex, age and weight will be checked using a special handling bag 
and a spring balance. Both of these products are available from Wildcare.

Density and time of installation (The dormouse conservation handbook – 2nd edition)

 It is recommended that at least 50 tubes be used to sample a site, spaced at about 20 m intervals 
(Chanin & Woods 2003). 
They should also be left in place for several months.  Nest tubes are most frequently occupied in 
May and August/September.  Timing their deployment is therefore important.  Setting them out 
in April may get early results, while setting them out in June may be less immediately successful.  
It is best to leave them out for the entire season, from March onwards, for checking in 
November.
 In one survey in South Western England sampling for only three months (July, August and 
September) detected half the number of new nests and resulted in a third of the sightings 
compared to a similar survey made in a full season (Chanin & Woods 2003).

N.B.  Dormouse tubes are an excellent tool for determining the presence of dormice, but not for 
long-term population monitoring, since nest boxes are better suited to this purpose.

For more information you can access « The Dormouse Conservation Handbook – 2nd edition » 
on the below link

http://ptes.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Dormouse-Conservation-Handbook.pdf 
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